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quickly that by watching it with the eye, one can hardly
see the distinction between the parry and thrust since both
are done in one concerted movement.

In the bayonet assault, the Japanese soldier, before making
contact, seems to be directing the point of the bayonet toward
his opponent’s left side, but at the moment of engagement, a
lightning parry is made ro the Jap’s left, combined with a
thrust to the body center. This type of parry has been de-
signed to counteract the enemy’s rifle and bayonet, and it is
extremely difficult to see or counteracr, particularly under
the momentum of the charge.

Preparing for stomach thrust,

The Japanese soldier aims at the center of the body because
it is the easiest to hit and pieree. The thrust to the throat is
not emphasized because he considers it a small target and
more easily moved from the line of the bayonet thrust. In
conjunction with the assault, which is made at top speed, the
Jap shouts his battle cry in order to weaken the morale of the
cnemy and thrusts the bayonet at the opponent’s stomach
with his full might and momentum.

Before discussing specific Japanese techniques it is well to
consider the comparative overall length of the Japanese and
the American rifle and bayonet. Such a comparison made be-
tween an Arisaka rifle and bayonet and a Garand rifle and
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bayoner will show that the overall length from tip to butt of
the Japanese rifle is 6 inches greater than the American.
This, combined with the method with which he holds his
rifle in the “on guard” position, gives him a toral of 10
inches over the American in a similar “on guard” position.
Naturally, this compensates for his smaller stature and, other
things being equal, his superior training makes him better than
his enemy in his own mind.

Japanese Arisaka rifle [above) compared with Garand rifle.

The Jap thrust is of the nature of a short jabbing motion,
delivered with the arm and with the body weight behind it.
It is unlike our long thrust in that the Jap does nort lunge for-
ward on one foot committing himself to an off-balance posi-
tion if he misses. Rather, he slides forward with both feet,
and has a control of balance at all times, regardless of a mis-
thrust. Japanese bayonet technique will differ in a general
way among different units. The reason is that they approach
training in a particularly practical manner, and certain units
are taught to fight certain enemies (i.c. British, Americans, or
Chinese) and under definite conditions which they expect to
encounter. =

The following information on Japanese bayonet fighting
was obtained from contacts with Japanese men now in the
U. 8. Army who have had Japanese ROTC training and have
seen actual service in the Tmperial Japanese Army: One in-
formant relates that his Japanese outfit had a full-sized figure
of an American soldier in battle dress near its barracks where
the troops could see it and inspect it at all times. In this
particular section the entirc emphasis was directed toward
orienting these soldiers to face American soldiers in combar
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and to counteract American combat techniques. The Japs
were taught a set defense for every American offense. On
their bayonet course, Japanese soldiers wearing protective ar-
mor and using American bayonet technique were used as
dummies for the rest of the troops running the course. The
Japanese soldier is taught that the American soldier is in-

Jap dodges long thrust to throat and counterattacks with thrust fo stomach.-

structed to lunge for the throat, by means of the long thrust.
To counteract this the Jap merely moves his head and neck to
one side while the body remains stationary, and he meanwhile
executes a short thrust to the American’s mid-section. As
general rule, if he has had this training, he will let the Amerl
an soldier make the initial move in the bayonet fight. This
is because he feels sure that he knows where the atrack will

be made and of his own ability to parry and counter it success=
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fully, If at close quarters the American tries a horizontal butt
stroke or smash to the face, the Jap ducks under the Ameri-
can’s arms and parries by bringing his gun across his body and
driving it against his opponent’s wrist and forearm nearest
to him. He uses the steel part of the rifle around the bolt to
do this, and endeavors to break the arm. He follows this
parry through by tripping his opponent and getting him off
balance.

Parry of butt-stroke with bBlow against forearm.

In a bayoner assault by American troops, the Japanese
soldier has been trained to wait for the long thrust to the
throat area. At the time of this thrust, the Jap drops down
on one knee with body and head close to the ground. The
rifle butt is on the ground against his knee and the bayonet
directed at his opponent’s stomach. As the American lnnges
forward with all his force and weight, his momentum impales
him on a Japanese bayonet when he misses.



172 KILL -OR GET KILLED

'
As the Japanese soldier has been taught that the American
bayonet technique is primarily based on the long thrust to the
throat area, anything which is done by the American bayonet
man contrary to this principle will place the Jap at disadvantage
because of the mechanical nature of his training, which
affects his combat reactions. In other words, to supplement

Parry of attempted thrust by ducking under and blocking with rifie:

the present American bayonet technique, there are three pos-—
sible alternatives which should deal successfully with the
Japanese in combat. :

First is to aim for the mid-section of the body in the charge,
holding the butt close-locked on the hip, not giving a long
thrust in contact, but relying upon the momentum and un= -
expectedness of the maneuver. This method of bayonet as=
sault, incidentally, is common among all troops regardless of
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The long thrust of the American technigue.

Dropping down to dodge long thrust while impaling onrushing opponent.
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previous training and technique when they arc commirred to
actual combat.

Second, in a situation where both individuals are in conract
and have not the benefit of momentum as in a charge, by
feigning a long thrust to the throat, the Japanese soldier, be-
cause of his training may go to his knee to make his counter
in anticipation. The American, of course, will follow in,
parry, and use a butt stroke on his opponent. _

Third, approach with rifle at port which, incidentally, is
the normal way an American soldier will carry his rifle into
the attack just before contact. Held at port, the rifle can
easily parry the Jap's thrust if he is allowed to make the initial
movement. From the parrying, the butt stroke is a natural
climactic action.

Observers have also reported that the Japanese are as much
disconcerted in attack by American yells, noises, etc., as any
other troops.

Further Japanese Close Combat Techuique

The Jap is extremely testicle-conscious and will usually —
direct his attack toward the region of the groin, or he will
go for the eyes. When locked in man-to-man combat, the
Jap will often endeavor to use a hip throw to down his
opponent. The Jap is not averse to going to the ground
with his opponent as he is trained to fall in such a way that
the point of his clbow is driven into the other man’s ribs,
stomach, or chest. He tries particularly to ram his elbow into:
the third rib from the top which, he is taught, is a very
vulnerable spot. If a Jap is unarmed and is faced by an enemy
with a bayonet, he will await the thrust, duck and grasp the
rifle, pull his enemy toward him and throw him over his hip.

When taking a Jap prisoner, remember that if he is not too
battle weary he will sell his life dearly, especially to get an
officer. =

Handling a Jap prisoner is not without risk for the reason
that it has been drummed into him that he is invincible and
will never be in a situation where he will be taken prisoner.
Consequently death is preferable to capture to many Japs.
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Stay well away from him, else he may knock your weapon
aside and move in on you.

A trick which they picked up from the Chinese is used
when being marched ‘with a bayonet in the back. While in
the process of raking a forw ard step he will pivot and turn
on his opponent. In this way the necessity of halting before
pivoting, which may prove fatal, is eliminated. This trick is
one that has been picked up and is not formally taught the
Jap soldier.

A Jap, when taking a prisoner, is taught to stay away from
him and not hold the gun too close. He will always keep his
eyes glued on his prisoner’s eyes, cither in bw(met fighting
or handling of prisoners. When a Jap uses a bayonet and
rifle in taking a prisoner, he sometimes will hold his rifle on
its side and any blow at the bayonet in an attempt to disarm
by a prisoner will result in a wound on the sharpened edge.
However, this is not sufficient to stop a determined disarming
attack by a trained man.

No ﬁghrjng knife (up to recent date at lmst) is regularly
issued in the Japanese Army. However, the majority of them
carry knives concealed on their persons, and as a general rule
they are skilled in their use. Many of these knives are passed
down from one member of the family to another and are
revered with all traditional Japanese rires.

Inasmuch as the Japanese jiu-jitsu technique is largely based
on throws, the American soldier when faced by the Jap in
hand to hand combat would do well to keep as low as possible
in closing with him. This method seems to defeat the Jap's
trained method of atrack and he is also ar great loss when
faced by an American who coines in swinging with his fists,
or uses his feet or other blows.

Because of his small stature in hand to hand fighting as well
as with the bayonet, he tries to get under his opponent’s
arms, abbmo him by the waist; etc,, preparatory to the
throw or a srlangle He is trained in the use of trips and
works a great deal on his opponent’s legs and testicle area.





